The Year Six Newsletter

We hope you and your families are doing well. 
Thank you for all the great work you have continued to complete over the last week. I know myself; Ms Foster and Mr Bennett have enjoyed reading it and commenting on it.  We would really like to see what you have been up to at home so please feel free to send in any photos of things you have been doing or creating. 
Please continue to check Purple Mash for weekly tasks and use Serial Mash to continue your reading. If you’ve been having trouble accessing Purple Mash visit: https://www.purplemash.com/sch/shaftesbury-e7 and enter your username and password (this is the same details you use during computing lessons). Remember, make sure the school selection is Shaftesbury Primary school. Do not forget to also look at the school’s website for updates on home learning. You can visit: https://www.shaftesburyprimaryschool.co.uk/page/?title=School+Closures&pid=101 alternatively when on the Shaftesbury website visit- Parents- School Closure.
Teacher’s corner
I would just like to show you a few things that have been keeping me (Mr Everard) occupied over the last few weeks.
[image: ]  [image: ] [image: ]
I have become the proud father to three Indian stick insects. Can you see one of them? Also, I have been brushing up on my cooking (Salmon skewers… a bit burnt!) and nurturing some small chilli plants. SPICY!!!
English
Reading comprehension
This week, we have been truly fortunate to have the wonderful storyteller Vanessa Woolf deliver personal performances for us on Youtube.
If you failed to view the performances, then please follow the links below and watch them before answering the questions:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsB-8fOLd7Y&t=44s - Lady of Stavoren
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOKEgYTITPA  - Freedom Bird
The Lady of Stavoren
[image: The Lady of Stavoren by Mies Bouhuys : Children's Bookshop, Hay on Wye]
How many endings does the story have?
What is a ‘port’?
Provide two reasons why a gold hat may prove uncomfortable?
What impression do you get of the ‘lady’?
Why was she speechless when she saw the sea captain?
Give three concerns the lady had about the sea captain.
What present do you think she would request?
Was it important that the wheat could grow?
Freedom Bird
[image: The Freedom Bird – A Family Storytelling Event – Conway Hall]
What do you think turned the king ‘evil’ before this story began?
The letter was written anonymously. What does this mean?
Vanessa reassures us the ‘stunt rabbit’ will not get hurt. Why?
Explain the moral of the story.
How are we able to show freedom in our everyday lives?
Writing
Title:  Do we take freedom for granted?
Create a balanced argument on the topic of ‘freedom’. 
Questions to consider while writing – What freedoms do we have at school/home/the community? Is every country the same? What is the importance of having a freedom to choose things for yourself? Is it important to have your own views and opinions?
Sentence openers
The issue of freedom is one that varies across the globe and depends on the views of governments and communities….
It could be argued that without certain freedom, we would not be able to challenge decisions and explore creative processes….
On the other hand, excessive freedom could lead to a break down in society, where rules play an important part in maintaining a peaceful day to day life….
Overall, I believe…….





Grammar – modal verbs
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Maths
Multiplication is one of the four operations that helps us build the platform for mathematical knowledge. It constantly assists us in everyday life when we calculate the price of three packets of crisps or the price of six cinema tickets. Mr Everard needs his multiplication skills when he visits Greggs, otherwise he might not have enough money to buy all those doughnuts!
[image: Doughnut Platter] [image: Greggs late opening hours will begin soon | Oxford Mail]
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[image: Long multiplication explained for primary-school parents | Column ...]    
Can you identify the missing digits?
[image: ]

These multiplication problems are taken from previous SATS papers. Can you solve them?
[image: Rising Stars Blog] 
[image: Maths KS2 SATs Papers 2019 - Year 6 Practice Paper 2 Reasoning ...]


Science
I LOVE SCIENCE!!
[image: ] 
I have placed the links to some ONLINE science lessons that are a FANTASTIC way for year six to keep up their development of the subject. Please see the link below:
https://www.stem.org.uk/remote-lessons/key-stage-2
The lessons above, are based around the digestive system, circulatory system, and adaption. PLEASE take a look. Each lesson comes with a downloadable worksheet that you can use along with watching the videos.

THE CREST AWARDS
As the Science Lead at Shaftesbury, I have been passionate about celebrating the children’s talents in Science. THE CREST AWARDS are a wonderful way of children working towards a certificate and badge accredited by The British Science Association.
There are links to THE CREST AWARDS in the home learning section of the school website under ‘Science’. I have also, added a link below.
https://primarylibrary.crestawards.org/all-superstar-challenges/61747644
These activities can be completed, and a certificate will be awarded once EIGHT activities are completed.
[image: ]    [image: ]

I have provided a CREST AWARDs activity below. Please complete it and start your journey towards success.
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Art – Roy Lichtenstein
In September 2019, we studied the work of Roy Lichtenstein. He was a renowned artist, who rose to fame in the 1960s. His specific style of using the ‘benday dot’ effect won him many admirers during the ‘Pop art’ era.
[image: Roy Lichtenstein - 1509 Artworks, Bio & Shows on Artsy]    [image: Roy Lichtenstein 1923–1997 | Tate]

Below is my version of one of his pieces of artwork:

[image: ] [image: A comics artist's view on Lichtenstein: A Retrospective | Art and ...]
Task
Use the image below to create your own version of Roy Lichtenstein’s artwork. PLEASE send them in for us to share on the school website.
[image: Roy Lichtenstein | Blam (ca. 1990) | Available for Sale | Artsy]
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Modal verb
indicates
certainty

It will be very cold
tomorrow.

Modal verb
indicates
possibility

John might have missed
the train.

Ann can speak six
languages.

You could finish your work
by the end of the lesson.
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Explain how a modal verb changes the meaning of the
second sentence?

1) Emily and Jack go to the cinema.

2) Emily and Jack might go to the cinema.
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Modal Verb Noughts & Crosses

Ploythis gome like normal noughts and crosses, but with atst.

Once you've chosen the square you want, you must mole up asentence
that uses the modal verb correctly before clalming the square.

must

would

might

could

should

shall

ought

may
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Formal Multiplication by 2 digit numbers
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[ < ] 33,630 = 354 x 95
 Use i mutiplcation to complete the calcuations below.

354x95=

3,540 x 95 =

3,363 +95=

=4
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In this grid, there are four multiplications.
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@ About the activity

This activty is designed to get chidren thinking about fingerprints »*

‘The investigators have been given a news article about fingerprints. Teachers at
Startown Primary School are wondering if they can use fingerprints to identify the

students. Are the students’ fingerp

Through this activity you will support your group to
+ Collect their fingerprints

< that different?

+ Compare different fingerprints and identify patterns

+ Record and present their results

Kit list

+ Dust (flour, chalk, talc, cocoa powder)
* Soft pencils

+ Blank paper (white paper for pencil and cocoa
prints; black paper for white powder prints)

+ Other things to investigate e.. oil or cream
(leaves a print on OHT film or plastic),
non-permanent markers etc.

+ Sellotape
« scissors
+ Hand lenses or magnifying glasses
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What to do

1. Introduce the activity using the news article.
Ask them if they have taken a fingerprint before.

2. Give out activity cards and equipment to
the children.

3. Explain that they will be investigating
fingerprints today. Give children time to talk
‘about what they know about fingerprints. Let
them look at their own fingerprints with hand
lenses or microscopes.

4. Demonstrate how to take a fingerprint

5. Support the children to design and carry out
a test and to make their own records of their

results. Draw children's attention to the
different patterns found in fingerprints
(loops, arches and whorls)

Ask the children to present their findings to
the rest of the group, they can be as creative

in their presentation as they want. The prints.
could be projected for the entire group to see.
‘The children could try to work out which print
belongs to which person. They could draw large
images of their fingerprints.
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Things to think about - 7

Let the children investigate how to get good prints. Only give advice if
they are failing to make any progress.
To obtain a good quality fingerprint, children should wash their hands. *

between prints. They also need to tap off the excess powder. A thin
layer is best.

Marker pens and ink-pads can be used but they can be difficult to
remove from the children's fingers.

Keywords

+ Fingerprints
« Identification
« Forensics

Watch out!

Check if any children have wheat or nut allergies.
before using flour and cocoa.

Children shouid be reminded to keep fingers out of
their mouths and eyes during this activity and to
‘wash their hands thoroughly at the end of the session,

Do not use permanent markers.
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Getting started
You ither need o rub pencil onto a pisce of paper or you can
sprinkiea small mount of dust on 3 table:

Now put your thumb in the dust or on the pancil rubbing. Place
‘your thumb firmly on the sticky side of a piece of sellotape. Now.
stick your sellotape onto a piece of paper.

‘You may need to experiment to get clear prints.

Test your ideas

Look at the prints, do you have any of these patterns?
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