The Year Six Newsletter

We hope you and your families are doing well. 
Thank you for all the great work you have continued to complete over the last few weeks. I know myself; Ms Foster and Mr Bennett are proud of your efforts.  We would really like to see what you have been up to at home so please feel free to send in any photos of things you have been doing or creating. 
Please continue to check Purple Mash for weekly tasks and use Serial Mash to continue your reading. If you’ve been having trouble accessing Purple Mash visit: https://www.purplemash.com/sch/shaftesbury-e7 and enter your username and password (this is the same details you use during computing lessons). Remember, make sure the school selection is Shaftesbury Primary school. Do not forget to also look at the school’s website for updates on home learning. You can visit: https://www.shaftesburyprimaryschool.co.uk/page/?title=School+Closures&pid=101 alternatively when on the Shaftesbury website visit- Parents- School Closure.
Teacher’s corner
I would just like to show you a few things that have been keeping me (Mr Everard) occupied during my Summer break.
      [image: ]     [image: ]
In the last few weeks, I have visited St James Park in London. Do you know where that is? Could you find out? The park is teeming with wildlife and these birds were a joy to behold! Do you know what they are? Please try and find out… 
Furthermore, I have been tucking into these macaroons and scones…delicious! What type of biscuits do you like? In my opinion, scones and tea are the perfect match!


English
Reading comprehension
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Questions
1. According to the text, approximately how many giant pandas currently live in
             the wild?

2. According to some scientists, how does giant pandas’ fur help them
to survive in the wild?

3. Look at this sentence.
Pandas can grow up to 1.5 metres and weigh up to 150 kilograms.
What else in the text tells us that giant pandas could be dangerous animals?

4. According to the text, what do pandas spend the majority of their
time doing?

5. According to the text, give one way that giant pandas are...

(a) similar to other bears.

(b) different from other bears.



6. Look at the section headed: Why are people concerned about the
giant panda?
Find and copy one word which shows that there are lots of things we
do not yet know about giant pandas.


7. Look at the section headed: What about the future?
Find and copy one word that shows that helping the giant panda is
not easy.

Grammar 
A statement sentence asserts or declares a fact, opinion, or idea.  Statement sentences never ask a question, give a command, or make a request. A simple example would be: The door is green.
Can you answer these questions?
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Can you explain why that sentence is a command? What about the others?
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Why does this sentence not need an exclamation?
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Why does this sentence need an exclamation?
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Can you explain why the other sentences do not need a question mark?
Maths
Interpreting data is the process of reviewing data through some processes which will help give some meaning to the data and arrive at a certain conclusion. It involves taking the result of data analysis, making inferences, and comparing numbers and percentages. Data can be presented in charts, graphs, or tables.
Please answer these questions:
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Science
I LOVE SCIENCE!!
[image: ] 
I have placed the links to some ONLINE science lessons that are a FANTASTIC way for you to keep up your development of the subject. Please see the link below:
https://www.stem.org.uk/remote-lessons/key-stage-2
The lessons above, are based around the digestive system, circulatory system, adaption electricity and forces. PLEASE take a look. Each lesson comes with a downloadable worksheet that you can use along with watching the videos.

THE CREST AWARDS
As the Science Lead at Shaftesbury, I have been passionate about celebrating the children’s talents in Science. THE CREST AWARDS are a wonderful way of children working towards a certificate and badge accredited by The British Science Association.
There are links to THE CREST AWARDS in the home learning section of the school website under ‘Science’. I have also, added a link below.
https://primarylibrary.crestawards.org/all-superstar-challenges/61747644
These activities can be completed, and a certificate will be awarded once EIGHT activities are completed.
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I have provided a CREST AWARDs activity below. Please complete it and start (or continue) your journey towards success.
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Art – using tone in our drawings.
[image: Copy Of Tone And Texture - Lessons - Tes Teach]
Tone describes the lightness or darkness of an object. By using tone effectively with our pencil, we can create three-dimensional figures and objects.
[image: IGCSE ART - mrs g's homework website]   [image: Value tone | Elements of art, Principles of art, Principles of design]
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Can you recreate one of these images using tone effectively?
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Panda bears are very popular animals, partl because of their unusual appearance and partly
because there is something mysterious and fascinating about them. However, their numbers are
Faling. It i thought that only around 1600 giant pandas stil survive in the wid.

Giant pandas have the same type of body shape as other bears. They have thick black and white fur,
which some scientists think may be to disguise them in the snowy and rocky surroundings where:
they live. An adult can grow up to 1.5 metres and weigh up to 150 kiograms. They might look cute
but they have razor-like claws. They also have powerful jaws for crushing and grinding bamboo!

Giant pandas in the wild live on mountainous siopes in western China, Their habtat is densely

populated with fi trees and bamboo. It is the forests in these mountains that attract the panda
s bamboo is their favourite food.

In the wild, their main diet is bamboo. To survive, they need to eat for most of the day. In fact,
they eat 15 to 30 kilograms of food every day and spend 10 to 16 hours feeding. In z00s, they
have a specially prepared diet of bamboo, eggs, fish and honey.
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Newbon cubs weigh around 150 grams (about the weight of an apple) and are all white at
birth. The black spots develop after about a month. They begin esting bamboo at six months
‘and weigh 31 to 36 kilograms at the end of the frst year. Cubs stay with their mother for two.
to three years, reach maturity at five to seven years and live i the wild for about 25 years.

« Giant panda bears have to eat every day which means, unlike other bears, they cannot
hibernate in the winter.

« Giant pandas’ bodies are able to digest meat but they rarely eat it
« Uni recently, scientists thought that pandas spent most of their ives alone, but new
studies show that small groups of pandas can share a large territory.
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Why are people concerned about the giant panda?
Many people fear that giant pandas will become extinct as only a few are born in the wild
each year and they do not always survive. Bamboo supplies are diminishing in panda
habitats, cutting off a vital food supply. In addition, poaching and humans moving into the
pandas’territory have also reduced their numbers.

‘There are very few pandas in z00s, although this s changing. Where there are pandas in
‘captivity, important programmes are in place to try to increase their numbers and find out
more about these puzziing creatures.

How can people help?

‘There are projects where people are invited to ‘adopt a panda’
‘The money goes towards researching, protecting and monitoring
them. It also goes towards supporting them in the wild.

What about the future?

In two of China's main research
centres, 19 cubs have been bom.
‘There are now over 300 pandas in
captivity and the next challenge is to
retum them to the wild. The Chinese
‘government has created 50 panda
reserves to continue the work.
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‘Tick one box in each row to show whether the sentence is a
question, a statement or a command.

Sentence Question Statement | Command|

In autumn, many trees lose
their leaves

Look at the trees carefully

Scientists are studying how trees
canlive for thousands of years

How can you tell a tree's age.
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Which sentence is a command?

Tick one.

Youshoidbig  cost. O
You will need a coat in case it rins. | |
1am going to bring a coat. O

g  contincasetrans 0
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Which sentence must not end with an exclamation mark?

Tick one.

What a hilarious film that was

oved the opening scene

Was the ending funny

ooOono

Ihave never laughed so much
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Which sentence is an exclamation?

Tick one.

What time did the sun set last night O
She said the sunset was particularty beautitul ||
What a spectacular sunset that is O

The sunsets are lovely at this tme of year ||
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Jane wants to know if the band is playing at the festival.
Wite the question she could ask to find out.
Remember to punctuate your sentence correctly.
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Tick the sentence that must end with a question mark.

Tick one.

Wnyhe wenthoevas amysiry [

What s thiks about the probem s [ ]
anyone's guess

When s your couios expectad ' [
anive

Horw they woukd getto the match was [
unclear
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This pictogram shows the number of satellites above the Earth in 2016.

2016 1,000
d satelltes

Number of satellites
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Wil asks the chiren in Year 2 and Year 6 i they walk to school.
Tris raph shows the results.

I walk to school
[ don't walk to school

Numberof %0
ehidron 0 ]
w]
2]
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“This chart shows the number of different types of big cat in a zoo.

‘There are 20 big cats in the zoo altogether.

jaguar

Here are some statements about the chart.

There are more cheetahs than jaguars.

et mumberoffons s igosis 10 [
One-quarter of the big cats are cheetahs. | |

Ther are mor han  auars. O
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“This table shows the heights of thvee mountains.

Mount Everest s8de
Mount Kilmanjaro 5895
BenNevis 1,344





image16.png
‘Seven children measured their heights.

Children | Height (cm)

144

136

142

143

152

148

Maria
Dev
Sarah

150

Whatis the mean height of the children?
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This activity is designed to get children discussing and debating the use of fluoride in *

drinking water. This is designed to be a challenging, research-based activity where children

use real data in a realistic context.

‘The children have been given the story of the Colorado Brown Stain the dentist who

discovered the benefits of fluoride for teeth. They must weigh up whether they would put

fluoride in the water.

Through this activity you will support your group to:

+ Look at a piece of genuine scientific research

+ Think about an authentic scientific problem

+ Recognise that there is often more than one view about the.
application of scientific research

+ Sort ideas and draw conclusions.
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Kit list

+ Copies of the ACTIVITY CARD to cut up and sort  + Access to the internet
peoples’ opinions « Access to books about teeth
+ Scissors, glue sticks, sugar paper and pens
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The Diary of Dr Frederick McKay

May 1901 As a dentist in Colorado
Springs, | am puzzled by the number of
patients whose teeth are stained with brown.
Spots - often s davie as chocolate. | call it
‘Colorado Brown. Staiw'. Nobody knows
whot is causing the stain. It is worse in
patients who have Lived here all of their Lives.
| wonder what it might be?

September 1908 we have begun the first
ever nvestigation of this strange stain.
e are visiting every sehool in Colorado
Springs and looking at the teeth of every
child. We are making careful notes and
asking every parent detailed questions

December 1909 we have inspected 2,945
childven. 90 have some brown. stain;

and all of these childven were borw i the
Pikes Peak vegion of Colorado Springs. It's
astounding! These children have Less tooth
decay. t wonder if there is a Link between the
broww stain and very strong teeth?

January 1931 t now have the results of
tests on drinking water from several towns
affected by brown. stains. They all have high
Levels of the chemical called fuoride. This is
uwheard oft As the water frow. ain. or swow
trickles doww the rocks in these areas, it
weust be picking up the fuoride naturally
Is this the solution to all wy years of
vesearch? | wondler what would happen if we
added fuoride to the drinking water for
everyone? We would have t get the amount
of fluoride just right so that we do wot cause
weore of the brown stain!

> o
e





image23.png
Getting started dashed lines on the

To help you to decide, we have found out wht 16 people Sheccn bubbies
ik Why nt sor thesa o dess or and againg
putting fluaride in crinking water? Y64 could cut them o/

out and stick them in two columns.

Different people drink
different amounts of water
‘Some will get more fluoride.
than others.

Some people are
allergic to fluoride.
and will have to
buy expensive

bottled water. More than 150 millon Americans

and 6 milion people in Great
Britain drink water with fluoride
in it. We would have known about
it if there was a problem. Adding
fluoride to water is one of the
‘greatest ways to improve health

We save thousands
of pounds in dental
care by adding
fluoride to water

‘Some studies show.

Some studes show A study in America of almost

30,000 school children, born
after fluoride was added to their
water, showed that tooth decay
had dropped more than 60%.

can cause health
problems, including
lower intelligence
levels in children.

One study showed that

Many people in poor areas elderly people iving
eannot afford toothpaste in areas with fluoride
but their teeth will tll be added to water had

strong if there is uoride in fewer bone problems.

their drinking water.
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Test your ideas

Now you have looked at some evidence, do you think
fiuoride should be added to the water?

What would you recommend to your water company?

Share your ideas

You could make some notes about your ideas. It
would be fun to use what you have found out to  Smm 2 o m m ne
write 3 script for a TV programme where people
argue from different points of view about adding
fluoride to water. You could act it out for your friends

© why we must add it
 to drinking water.

Extra things to do Sriaksichsan

« Find out more about Dr McKay's research after 1931

+ Look for information about adding fluoride to toothpaste and water

X K o BRITISH
Contocta ocal waterbeard o find cut whot thy do @scleuce
ASSOCIATION

Britsh Science Associaton Regitered Charty No. 22475 and SCOS9735
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