The Year Six Newsletter – Week 5

Hello Year 6, 
We hope you have been enjoying your summer holidays and have been able to reconnect with family and friends. 
As always, we continue to hope you and your families are doing well. We also hope that you are looking forward to going to your new secondary schools, there is not long left now. We continue to thank you for all the great work you have continued to complete over the last few months and hope the work provided over the summer holidays has kept you engaged in your learning. It has been an absolute pleasure teaching you all this year and we wish you the best of luck in secondary school and beyond.
Remember, you can still access transition packs from the school’s website. Please make sure you have completed the packs before you start school in September. 
Visit: https://www.shaftesburyprimaryschool.co.uk/page/?title=School+Closures&pid=101 alternatively when on the Shaftesbury website visit- Parents- School Closure.
Best wishes and good luck,
Ms Foster, Mr Bennett and Mr Everard 
English
Reading Comprehension 
Please read the following transcript below. Once you have read the narrative watch the video to get a visual representation. 
https://www.literacyshed.com/francis.html
Francis
When I was a kid in the suburbs of Chicago, adventure meant Quetico Provincial Park, up on the border of Minnesota and Canada. The name implies that the place was small, but Quetico is a million acre nature preserve, so big you could go days and days without seeing another soul.
We would go on camping trips up there, weeks of canoeing and portaging, seeing bears and moose and deer, sleeping under star-soaked skies. The park was isolated and so pristine that you could actually drink the water straight from the lakes. But I won't be going back to Quetico anytime soon. Not after what happened to a girl name Francis Brandywine.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Francis was 17 at the time, black haired and with a reckless nature, determined always to leave the well-trod path, to break new ground and be alone. A few years ago, Francis was up in Quetico with her family. They were in a remote part of the park, camped on the shore of one of the deeper lakes, a lonely body of water carved millions of years ago by a passing glacier. The deep part of this particular lake was rumoured to be about 300 feet.
One night, after her family went to bed, Francis took the row boat out, planning to find a quiet spot in the middle of the lake, lay on the bench of the boat, look up at the sky, and maybe write in her journal.
So she left the shore, rowed for about 20 minutes, and when she felt satisfied that she was over the lake's deepest spot, she lay down on the bench and looked up at the night sky. The stars were very bright, and the aurora borealis was shimmering like a neon lasso. She was feeling very peaceful.
Then she heard something strange. It was like a knock. Clop, clop. She sat up, guessing that the boat had drifted to shore and run aground. But she looked around the boat, and she was still a half mile from shore. She leaned over the side to see if she'd hit anything, but she saw nothing-- no log, no rocks. She lay back down.
She told herself it could be any number of things, a fish, a turtle, a stick that had drifted under the boat. She relaxed again and soon fell into a contented reverie. She had just closed her eyes when she heard another knock. This time it was louder, a crisp plop, plop, plop, like the sound of someone knocking hard on a wooden door, except this knocking was coming from the bottom of the boat.
Now she was scared. She leaned over the side again. It had to be an animal. But what kind of animal would knock like that, three quick, loud knocks in rapid succession? Her mouth went dry. She held onto each side of the boat, and now she could only wait to see if it happened again. The silence stretched out. A few minutes passed, and just as she began to think she'd imagined it all, the knocks came again, but this time louder. Bam, bam, bam.
She had to leave. She lunged for the oars. She got them in place and began rowing. The water was very calm, so she should've made quick progress. But after rowing feverishly, she looked around, and she realized that she wasn't moving at all. Something was keeping her exactly where she was.
Again she tried rowing, she rowed and rowed on the verge of tears, but she went nowhere. She stopped. She was exhausted. Her heavy breathing filled the air. She cried. She sobbed. But soon she calmed herself again, and the boat was silent again, for 10 minutes, then 20.
Again, she tricked herself into thinking she'd imagined it all. But just like before, just when she was beginning to get a grip on herself, the knocking came again, this time as loud as a bass drum. Boom, boom, boom. The floorboards of the boat shook with each knock. Now she was so shaken she started making questionable decisions. The first was to lower one of the oars into the black water, trying to feel if there was some land mass, even some creature she could touch. As soon as the oar broke the water's surface, though, she felt a strong, silent tug at the other end, and the oar was pulled under.
She screamed, she jumped back, and now she had no options. All she could do was sit, and hope, and wait-- wait for the morning to come, wait for whatever was going to happen to happen. The knocking went on through the night. She passed the time writing in her notebook, and it's only because of this notebook that we know what happened that night. Frances can't tell us. She was never seen again.
The boat was found on shore the next day, empty but for the journal. On those pages were her frantic jottings, all written in her distinctive handwriting, all but the last page. When the journal was found, that page was still wet, and on it were four words, looking as if they'd been written quickly, with a muddy finger. They said, "I did knock first."
[image: ]Questions
1) What do you think is knocking on the boat? Explain your choice, using evidence from the text. 
2) Why did Francis write in her journal? Why is this important?
3) Do you think Francis has survived ? Give your reasons based on the text. 
4) Why have short sentences been used throughout the story?
5) Why did the author choose this setting? Will that influence how the story develops? 
6) Is Francis like someone you know? Do you think they will react in the same way? If not, how may someone else you know react in this situation? 
7) Do you think this will happen again? Why?
8) Who do you think wrote on the last page of Francis' journal?

Challenge questions.

Grammar – Punctuation
[image: ]




[image: ]


[image: ]






[image: ][image: ][image: ]






Writing time
We would like you to write a sequel. A sequel is a follow on story that uses characters and familiar settings from the original story. Can you tell us what happened to Francis? Can you reveal the secrets that were left behind in her diary?
Write at least 6 paragraphs (if you can try to write more)
Have you written in the past tense?
Have you used descriptive language? Fronted adverbials?  Relative clauses? Rhethorical questions?
Challenge: Can you write your own playscript for your story or for the original narrative of ‘Francis’ above? 
Sentence challenge!
Can you use semi-colons to join two independent clauses together?
Can you create interesting noun phrases?
Can you use subordinate conjunctions to start sentences?
Can you create dialogue?
Can you use adverbs in a range of different ways throughout your writing?
Can you edit your writing and make it better?

Maths – Calculation (BODMAS)
Recap your calculations skills ahead of starting Year 7. You will use calculation skills throughout your life. Practice them often.
Warm up 
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[image: ]Science
Try to make your own lava lamp, see how light refracts and experiment with milk and food colouring. All activities can be done with items you probably already have in your homes.
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P.E
Create a game to play at home with family are friends that keeps you all active. If you haven’t got balls, improvise with other things you have at home. Use sports day as inspiration.

Art/ DT – Recycle project! Two week project.
Use an empty shoe box/ box to create a game, safe box, money box, dolls home etc. 
[image: ]Look at the following designs for inspiration. Can you find any other items around your home that you can recycle and use within your design. Be as creative as you can be! Good luck and it would be great to see some 
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Which sentence must end with a question mark?

Tick one.

What happened that day might never
be known L

What really happened that day

Someone must know what really
happened that day

I'd like to know what happened that day
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Add two commas to the sentence below to make it clear that Ana
has four favourite things.

Ana’s favourite things are camping holidays cycling and swimming.




image4.png
Which sentence must not end with an exclamation mark?

Tick one.

What a hilarious film that was

| loved the opening scene

Was the ending funny

| have never laughed so much
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Tick the sentence that uses a dash correctly.

| find baking tricky — there are too many things to go wrong.

| find baking tricky there are too many things - to go wrong.

| find baking - tricky there are too many things to go wrong.

| find baking tricky there are — too many things to go wrong.

Tick one.
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Insert a comma in the correct place in the sentence below.

Although he was the youngest Tom was one of the tallest.
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Insert a pair of commas in the correct place in the sentence below.

My father who works at the museum gave my class a

guided tour.
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Order of Operations
BIDMAS Memory
Bracket {55, A couple of thieves stole all of the vowels from the
) rackets 'E) specialist terms. Decipher and categorise the key words.
I;_dl_css a_ Example 50 — 2 x 9 + 22 QRCKTS Qﬂﬂ Pl M
ivision + B none .
Multiplication X | 22 = 4 e L
Addition + S0:50 ~2X9+4
Subtraction — D none
M2x9=18 1)8+7x6 6)9+5x(7-4) 1) (3+2x4)? 5)5+(8-3)x2+6
S0:50 — 18+ 4 2)42+7-3  7)(15-7)+(8—6) 209+ (22-4+4)  6)5x8+6+6-12x2
A-18+4=-14 ,
50:50 — 14 3(@7-13)x3 8 (15-6)°+3 3)3+6x(5+4)+3 7)180+(6+3x8)—5

$50-14=36 4)16 -15+3  9)8+4+2x3 36-3x4
S0:50—2X9+2%2 =36

Evaluate

22x5
2+(15-3)x4

4)
5) 42 —6x2 100125 x18+9 15-9+3 8)

Decide which of these are true Insert brackets to obtain the answer
or false. You must justify your amr_s tretch 1 [shown. You must justify your answer. Stretch 2

1)27+2x5=37 4)10x20+2+3=40)|1016-9x7=49  46-22x7=14

ROK (etention of knowtedge)

Calculate
1)27 + 38 6)35x 17 3)214+49+3=10 6)3x7-22x9=81 |[3)27-3x4+5=0 6)16-42+3=-3

2)19-6x2=26 55-9x12-17=20||2)37-18+9=35 59-5x6+3=36

2)49-17 N4z =7 1) Iqra charged Ahmed £27 for parts and £15 per hour for labour to repair her bicycle. SLT€LCH 3
3)356 — 184 8)250 + 25 If she spent 5 hours repairing his bike, how much does Ahmed owe her?
4)8x9 9) 62

2) A wedding caterer charges a setup fee of £130, plus £20 per person. How much will the caterer

5)24%x6 10) 5° charge if 45 people attend the wedding, and the customer has a voucher for £75 off the total bill?
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How to Make Your Own Lava Lamp
Supplies:
« an empty water bottle
« vegetable oil
o water
« food coloring of your choice
 Alkaseltzertablets

Instructions:
1.Till the empty water bottle about /3 full with water.

2.Add your food coloring and shake until combined

3.Fill the bottle to the top with vegetable oil. Notice that the
‘water and oil do not mix.

4 When you are ready for the fun, break an Alka-selter tablet
into four pieces. Drop in one piece at . time.

5. Sit back and watch the fun.
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SIMPLE LIGHT REFRACTION

Supplies:
« Glass ofwater
« sticky note
 Blackmarker

Instructions:
1.Fill a glass halfway with water.
2 Draw two arrows pointing in the same direction, It helps to

line up the arrows 5o that the glsss isin front of the post-it, one
arrow is above the water line and one below.

3. Stick the sticky note on a wall or on the back of the book.

4 Move the water glass back and forth. Watch the bottom
‘arrow change directions. Yay, refraction!
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MAGIC MILK

o milk

« food coloring
« cottonswab
« dish soap

1.Fill a shallow plate with milk. Squeeze food coloring in the
‘middle of the plate on the milks surface.

2. Dab a cotton swab with dish soap and stick in the center of the
food coloring.

3. Sit back and watch the color show!
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1) How does the writer build tension throughout?

2) How does Francis explain away the
knocking sound the first time?

3) And the second time?
4) What happens the third time?

5) And the fourth time?

6) What'’s the main point in the first two paragraphs?

7) What is the most important point in these paragraphs? How many
times is it mentioned?

8)Write sub-headings for each paragraph

9)Summarise the story in 4 sentences.

10) Sort the information in the correct order:

Francis goes missing.

Francis takes the boat out into the middle of the lake.

We are introduced to Quetico Park.

The oar is pulled from Francis' hand.




