The Year Six Newsletter – Week 6

Hello Year 6, 
We hope you and your families are well and you’ve been able to enjoy your summer holidays. We have one final newsletter with lots of activities to keep your brains active before you start secondary school next week.
We hope you have completed the transition packs ready for your September start. If you have not, please visit: https://www.shaftesburyprimaryschool.co.uk/page/?title=School+Closures&pid=101 alternatively when on the Shaftesbury website visit- Parents- School Closure- Year 6 Transition.
Once again, it has been a pleasure teaching you this year. We wish you all the best for your new year to come. We hope you make lots of friends, create lots of fun memories, experience new things, learn and grow within yourselves and most of all enjoy every moment of secondary school. Goodbye and good luck from the entire Shaftesbury Team!
Ms Foster, Mr Bennett, Mr Everard 
English
Reading Comprehension 
Please read the facts about William Shakespeare.
William Shakespeare
William Shakespeare is world famous. We know quite a lot about him, but there is still much that remains a mystery. We don’t know his date of birth. We don’t know the date of his marriage. We even have very little idea of what he looked like. So what do we know about William Shakespeare, the man?
When and where was Shakespeare born?
William Shakespeare was born in 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon, a market town in a farming area of the Midlands. About 1000 people lived there. Shakespeare, England's greatest writer, may have been born on St. George’s Day: he was baptised on 26th April, so it is possible, but we really don’t know. It would be fitting, as he also died on the day of England’s patron saint – St George’s Day – 23rd April. 

What was Shakespeare’s family like? 
William was born to prosperous parents. His mother, Mary, was the daughter of a local farmer. His father, John, was a glove-maker and wool trader with a large family house. When William was four years old, his father was elected Bailiff of Stratford – effectively the mayor.
But his early life wasn’t easy. Although William was the third of eight children, he grew up as the oldest. His two older sisters both died very young. And William was lucky to survive. When he was just a baby, in 1564, plague killed about 200 people in Stratford – 1 in 5 of the population. Fortunately, William survived.

When did Shakespeare marry?
In late 1582, we don’t know the exact date, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway – a local farmer’s daughter. William was only 18 years old. Most men at this time married in their mid- to late-20s. So why did William marry so young? The answer came six months later, when William’s daughter, Susanna, was baptised.

What do we know of Shakespeare’s family life?
The answer is… practically nothing. We know William and Anne had two more children, Hamnet and Judith, twins, born in 1585. Anne and the three children probably lived with William’s parents at first. Later, they moved to New Place, a large house in Stratford. But it was a strange family life. Shakespeare spent most of his time 100 miles away, in London.

Where did Shakespeare go to school?
From the age of seven, boys like William went to grammar school. There was one in Stratford and it is still there today. But schooling was different then. The boys learned to read, speak and write in Latin. They also had to memorise and perform stories from history - useful skills for an actor and writer. Shakespeare probably left school aged fifteen.
We have six surviving versions of Shakespeare’s signature. They are all different. He wrote: Willm Shakp; Wm Shakspe; Willm Shakspere; William Shaksper; Willm Shakspere; William Shakespere; and William Shakespeare. The last version, taken from his will in 1616 is the version we use today.

What did Shakespeare do in London?
From about 1590 to 1613, Shakespeare lived mainly in London and by 1592 was a well-known actor there. He was also a playwright. His play, Henry VI, was performed at the Rose theatre in 1592. He went on to write, or cowrite, about 40 plays. Shakespeare was also a poet and in 1609 published a book of 154 sonnets.
And Shakespeare was a businessman too. He was a sharer (part-owner) of a theatre company called The Lord Chamberlain’s Men. And from 1599, he was part-owner of the Globe Theatre. So, for about twenty years, he made money from acting, writing and running a theatre company.

When did Shakespeare die?
After 1613, Shakespeare spent more time at Stratford. Then, in January 1616, he made a will and died on 23rd April 1616. He is buried in Holy Trinity church in Stratford-upon-Avon.

Writing Plays
An English traveller of the time wrote, “…there be more Playes in London than in all the partes of the worlde I have seene.” A modern historian estimates that, between about 1560 and 1640, some 3000 new plays were written and performed in London.

Who wrote the plays?
William Shakespeare has become the most famous playwright of his time. He wrote or co-wrote almost 40 plays. But he was one of many writers producing plays in London at that time. The best known of the others are Christopher Marlowe and Ben Jonson. The grammar schools which boys like Shakespeare attended taught useful skills for playwrights. They memorised the history and myths of Ancient Greece and Rome; they wrote their own stories and recited these to classmates. Many playwrights also went to university. For example, Marlowe went to Cambridge. But some playwrights did not - like Shakespeare and Jonson for example. They probably learned the skills of writing plays whilst working as young actors.

What were the plays about?
Playwrights at this time were not too bothered about being original. They were content to re-work old stories or even use other people’s plots. Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew was a re-write of an earlier play and The Comedy of Errors was based on a plot from an ancient Roman writer named Plautus.
Plays usually fell into three types:

Histories were stories about England’s past. Marlowe wrote Edward II, while Shakespeare wrote plays about King John, Henry IV, Henry V, Henry VI, Richard III, and Henry VIII. His first play about Henry VI was so popular that he wrote a sequel and then a prequel.

Tragedies told unhappy tales which often ended in deaths, like Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. John Webster had a big hit with The Duchess of Malfi and Shakespeare is famous for Othello and Hamlet. Like today, playwrights in Shakespeare’s time sometimes used blood and horror to entertain the crowds. In Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus, two characters, Chiron and Demetrius have their throats cut onstage, are cut up and baked in a meat pie, and then their mother is tricked into eating the pie! 

Comedies, on the other hand, could be relied upon for happy endings, often weddings. Shakespeare’s Two Gentlemen of Verona is especially happy; it ends with two weddings! Other comedies were more satirical. Ben Jonson wrote The Alchemist to make fun of London society.
But playwrights had to be careful of who or what they made fun of. The Master of the Revels was an official of the royal court and it was his job to grant licenses to theatres, theatre companies and plays. He would not license a play (give it permission to be performed) if it had political or religious views he didn’t like. Playwrights could not risk offending him. So they often set their plays in imaginary countries to make sure that nothing in the plot seemed critical of the royal court or the government.
Questions
1) What don't we know about Shakespeare?
2) What does the word mystery mean?
3) Where and when was Shakespeare born?
4) Did Shakespeare come from a large town? How do you know?
5) What is Shakespeare referred to? What is he known as?
6) Use a dictionary. What does the word prosperous mean? Then, use it in a sentence.
7) What did his father do?
8) Although he wasn't, why did he grow up as the eldest child?
9) Why was he lucky to survive?
10) Why was it fortunate that William survived?
11) Name at least two tradegies Shakespeare wrote
12) What comedy play did Shakespeare write?
13) What would a play license allow people do?
14) Who gave play licenses?

Challenge questions.
1) How do you know there was a lot of plays in London between 1560 and 1640?
2) How many plays did Shakespeare have involvement in the writing?
3) What skills were taught in Grammar schools?
4) Why did Shakespeare do well in this industry?
5) Why didn't Shakespeare need to go to university to become a playwright?


Grammar – Subjects, objects and passive voice.
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Writing time
Imagine you are William Shakespeare. Write 3-5 Diary entries, from different ages within his life.
Write at least 3 separate diary entries (a minimum of 3 different times in his life)
Have you written in the past tense? Have you included detail? Have you wrote about how he is feeling? What are his future hopes?
Have you used descriptive language? Fronted adverbials?  Relative clauses? Rhethorical questions? 
Challenge: Can you create a story/ playscript based on the style of William Shakespeare? 
Sentence challenge!
Can you use semi-colons to join two independent clauses together?
Can you create interesting noun phrases?
Can you use subordinate conjunctions to start sentences?
Can you use adverbs in a range of different ways throughout your writing?
Can you edit your writing and make it better?

Maths – Fractions.

Warm up 
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Science
Experiment with pennies, create a rainbow and make edible chocolate slime (Yes, you read that right, edible chocolate slime… yummy).



[image: ]
[image: ]











[image: ]P.E
Stay active at home. Create a fitness circuit in your bedroom, living room or use outdoor space. Think about your P.E lessons; what exercises can you do to get your heart beating fast and blood travelling faster around your body?





Art/ DT – Recycle project! Two week project.

Continue your recycle project from last week. 
[image: ]Look at the following designs for inspiration. Can you find any other items around your home that you can recycle and use within your design. Be as creative as you can be! Good luck and it would be great to see some 
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Rouria the sentence balow i the active.
"Remember to punctuate your answer correct.

e vital cluss were discovered by the detective,
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Gircl the object n the sentence below.

My friend bought a cake from the bakery.
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31 Fow many cmn 3 quaterof 3 metre?

37 Findthe area ofthis rectangle. e

4 Whatis ol 207
51 by 2 packs of MG fo $2.10 How much id one pack cost?

6 Whats the ime i dgha

71 Whatls the mising number n s sequence?
7, 45,49,53,57
51 Wiite downthree thousind two hundred and thiy seven

9] Adam s 3 years lderthan en Ben i years younger than
Cate.IfCate 12, how o is Adam?.

01 have €21 spend 835 How much doT have et
1) Found 6258 to the nearet 1000
) ose__

T3] Convertthe Roman numeras VI nto 3 nomber.
1 Sxd__+8

151 On 3 winters day, he emperature s 4°C. It falls by 6C.
Whatisthe temperature now?

161 Aplane laves Texs. It artves in London 10 hours ater ot
7:20pm, What time did it eave Texas?
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1) Copy this diagram and

shade the following

fractions in.

a1/4  b)1/2
o1/12  d)3/4

2) By copying the shape in question 2,
shade the following fractions in and
write down which one s the biggest

a) 3/100r.1/4 1©)3/5 or
172 01/3 o 3/8

3) Draw a diagram that is two squares
tall and eight across. Shade 7/2 of
the shape, draw the shape again and
shade in 4/8 of the shape what do
you notice?
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1) Find 1/4 of these amounts

a)20 b)40 )120 )36
2) Find the following fractions of 100,
a)1/2 b)1/4 ¢ 1/10 d)
1/5

3) | have £180 find:
a)1/60f£180  b) 2/60f£180 )

5/60f £180

4) Which is bigger? Find the fractions of

the amounts to find out.
a) 3/50f25 or  2/30f18?

b) 4/70f49 or_ 5/6 of 36?

) 3/110f55. or 1/30f45
5) Find 3/7 of these amounts:
a) 14 b)84 <700 )07

6) Which is bigger? 6/70 of 70 or 3/5
of 70? Explain your answer.

7) When do you need to be able to find
afraction of an amount in real life?
Give two examples.

1) In a school 2/5 of the students go to an
afterschool club. There are 500 students
in the school, how many students go to
afterschool clubs?

2) In a year group of 60 pupils, 3/4 like
coke, /5 like sprite and 3/70 like

tango. How many children like each
drink?

3) Sam has a bag of 320 sweets. He eats
3/5 of them. How many does he have
left?

4) In class A there are 50 students and 4/5
of them like maths. In class B there are
45 students and 7/9 of them like maths.
Which class like maths the most?

5) In a shop there is a sale where
everything is 2/9 off. If the price for a
top before the sale is £18 and a pair of
shoes is £27 what s their price in the
sale?

6) In a shop there are 80 dresses. Ellie
buys 5/8 of them; Georgia goes in and
buys 7/2 of what s left. How many are
now left?
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MAKE PENNIES LOOK LIKE NEW, THEN GREEN

Supplies:
* 3dull pennies
« talesalt
« white vinegar
« cottonpad
« small plastic bowl
« small plastic bowl with lid
instructions:
1. Pour 1/4 cup vinegar and 1 tsp salt in a small bowl and stir to
dissolve.
2 Place 3 pennies in the mixture for 50 seconds, remove and
rinse. Now, they are shiny and appear new!
3. Time to turn t green. Moisten a cotton pad with a few drops of
vinegar and place in the small bowl with  1id. Place 1 penny on

the pad and snap on the lid. (The lid prevents the vinegar from
drying out)

4 Teave overnight. In the morning, you should observe green
spots on your pennies.
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Rainbow Baking Soda and Vinegar

ing soda
* vinggar

* eyedroppers
« food coloring

Instructions:

1.8c00p 4 big spoonfuls of baking soda in a bowl
2. Add 23 drops of food coloring and mix. Feel free to add more
food caloring f you would like a more vibrant color.

3. Pour 1-2tsp of water into baking soda and mix. The baking
soda shouldn 't be wet but WILL have little clumps of moisture
throughout.

4. Repeat this process until you have baking soda in every color
ofthe rainbow. Place in rainbow order in alarge dish.

5. Fill a small mason jar with vinegar and use eye droppers to
‘drop on baking soda mixture.
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EDIBLE CHOCOLATE PLAY DOUGH
Supplies:

 1¥-ozcan sweetened condensed nilk

» 1har chocolate (e used aKing-sized Hershey Bar)
* 1TBS Cocoa powder

* 1/3c-1/2ccom starch

Instructions:
1. Pour sweetened condensed milk, /3 cup corn starch, chocolate
bar, and cocoa powder into 2 saucepan. Cook over medium heat
‘untl all ingredients are incorporated.

2. Add additional cocoa powder for color if desired.

3. The mixture will stick together to form a ball. Ifit's notina.
‘ball, add additional corn starch (but no more than 1/2 cup).

4 Let the mixture cool at least 30 minutes. Knead until it san
even texture.

5. Play (and nibble on your creations)!




image12.png




image1.png
Rewrite the sentence below so that s in the active voice.
Remember o punctuate your sentence correcty.

The results were announced by thejudges.

il
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Oters ive in clean rvers.

Fish are eaten by oters

Usualy, ottrs are paytul creatures.





