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“A wonderful book, fit for a hero of the people” — Michael Morpurgo
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ON A BRIGHT APRIL MORNING,
a ninety-nine-year-old man stood outside
his house and held on to his walking frame.
His name was Captain Tom Moore, and he
had pledged to walk one hundred lengths
of his garden in time for his one hundredth
birthday, to raise money for the doctors and

nurses risking their lives to save others.

Tom took a deep breath. He knew this wasn’t
going to be easy. But he told himself one of
the many important things he’d learnt during

his long life . ..

The §(r8t 5[€P (S a(ways the hardest,
but unless vou take that furSt Step.

3ouu never (fimsn




Tom grew up in a small town called Keighley, in Yorkshire.
His dad built houses, and his mum was a teacher.

Even though most boys avoided the kitchen in those days, Tom
loved spending hours cooking with his mum. Enormous cakes with
coloured icing, thick-crusted pies, and fancy three-course meals.

She taught him that it didn’t matter who you were . . .
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You can do and be
anyfhm? you want.

When he wasn’t in the kitchen, [om was outside p]
| . ' € playin
with his dog, Blllg. Iheg went everywhere togeth onl i
h : er
adventures 1n the arden and ex loring the town, but b
h g p n, but best of

all they loved running, wild and free, oy the Yorkshi
) ire moors.

o raced motorbikes,

Billy was named after Tom’s favourite uncle, wh

and taught Tom how to ride. At night, Tom would lie in bed
remembering the roar of the engine and the feeling of freedom
he felt as the wheels spun beneath him. One day, he said to himself,

I’ll have a motorbike of my very owh.




Tom worked hard at school. In lessons he was quiet and

well behaved, and he got on with hi

s teachers and classmates.

But he wasn’t above bending the ryleg Wisiesn T
; € was twelve, T
b Om

bought his first motorbike and he rode ;
de it ever
ywhere he could —

he would even hide it in the schoo]
ground:
qt it at lunchtime! $ 50 that he could look
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And Tom’s motorbike wasn’t

the only thing he would / o4

sneak into school . ..




AsTom grew older, he spent more and more time riding his
motorbike. He and Billy would spend whole days racing across
the moors, grinning ear to ear as the wind whipped through

their hair and the sun bounced brightly off the motorbike.




o declared. It was a worrying Tom’s ship Was bound for a country cqlleq
In 1939, when To )

but Tom wanted to Serve his country, and so the next year he signeq Burma, in South-east Asia. It made
time but lom V

an officer in the army. Seagulls wheeled overhead as he waved many StOP along theiauketonlie
up as

oodbye to his family to go far away to fight. # ‘
g the capital city of Sierra Leone . . .

«tling, dusty harbour in Freetown,

... to the awe-inspiring

Table Mountain in

Cape Town, South Africa.
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It took many weeks to reach
Burma and Tom would never
forget the people he met or
the incredible things he saw

throughout the journey.




Life in Burma took some getting used to — especially the enormouyg
bugs and creepy-crawlies that lived in the jungle, including a spider
as big as Tom’s hand! Tom made use of his love of engines, and his

talent for fixing things, by teaching the troops how to ride and fix

motorbikes — and then tanks.

War could be scary, and Tom missed his family, but he and his new
friends made sure to have fun, too. They would take holidays around
the country and even travelled to try to see Mount Everest, the tallest

mountain in the world — but it was cloudy, so all they could see was fog-
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And on special occasions there were parties anq
concerts —

the famous singer Vera Lynn made the long journey £ once,
€y from

Britain

o visit the troops and to sing for thep Tom could hargj
ardly

¢hat he was seeing her with his own eyes!

believe

I Know we'll weel a?am Some Sunny d“ﬂ‘
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along with the rest of the world, was pleased

So, even though Tom, ;
Tom wasn’t ready to give Uplendis
e

r finally ended and he could go home, he missed his , Nture h
the wonderful feeling of freedom thae he hqdo‘;gh’ and he rediscovered
always found ridin
9

when the wa
friends and the amazing sights he had seen.

Day after day, Tom
worked with his dad

building houses.

And at night he dreamed of the

adventures he used to have.

The Sun wall Shine aja‘m.




And the

greatest adventure of Tom’s life began when
¢ Pamela. He thought she was the most beautiful

he me

person he’d ever seen and made excuses to travel the

great distance between their home towns to see her.

Before long, they fell deeply in love.

After Tom and Pamela go

Lucy and Hannah. They taugj, the gi

and about fixing engines.

Tom had never forgotten

the lesson his mother had

taught him. No matter

who you are ...

You can do

. :
married, they haq two little girls —

tls aboyt COoking

Hannah wg the smallest,
50 her job was to change
the oil in the car!




Tom and Pamela’s family grew

Over the
As the years went by, e

and grew the family had lots S adventy
and grew!

de sure that

Tes, and their dqyg
were filled with laughter qng mischief — :

and the dogs made more mischief than anyonel

Lucy and Hannah had

children of their own . . .

Tromas. SR, o ChaeEe

: ] later,
and therehvereiglupRES dogs! she got sick and, eight years

_three years old,

Pamela was siXty
But sadly, when Pa .
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Without Pamela, Tom was very, very sad. But he surrounded
himself with his family and they helped him to find happy days

again. In fact, these years were the happiest of his life so far.
His family showed Tom that . ...
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They certainly kept him busy ﬁxing thi
ngs,
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He kept an eye on the garden, even though
things didn’t always go to plan.

/4( the end OA? Che Storm,
There $ a 9010(04 SKy-

And he made streyong off for the odd adventure ...




t, so that he could finally see it wil, i

S . K i So, when a dangeroys disease syye
ownicussia S o long journey for a ninety-year-old angq Tom Tom knew that he hqd ¢ dos Ptaroung g world
ometh: ;
could hardly believe it when he saw Everest at last, the mountqj, just as his family dmethmg © help others
rising, bold and majestic, ahead of him. It took his breath away, o o)
X
% 'Li r;w 0. AN B )
1€S never too Late
Toqgether they had the idea .-
for one wore ;
adventure.




out into t
\ Every day, Tom wen¢ i\

ise money

.. to raise

he garden and,

fter Step after step.
WACH
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ed lengthS ()f llls garden, Qa
1 hundr
by
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Tom couldn’t believe how many cards arrived for his

I As he read the outpourings of love

one hundredth birthday

and admiration, he thought about all the people who had

and what he would like to say in reply:

written to him,
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For all ChoSe §mo‘m9 it a(:Miculti the Suw will Shine
on you aﬂain ama( the cloudS will 90 awaj-

Remember Chalt Comorrow will be a 300«1 da]-
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About Capl’am Yir Tom Moore

por .Keighley’ in the West R j4:
of his long life he has seen ldmg of
fit in just one book! and dope

TOM MOORE was
11920. Over the course
hings — too many to
a lot since Tom was born. When he was a litt]
% ittle
at the time, everything was detl)-oy’ hig
lVered b
Y

CAPTAIN SIR
Yorkshire, in Apri
some extraordinary ¢

The world has changed
father bought the first car in their street —

horse-drawn cart.
ar must have inspired Tom in his lifelong love of engines and
and fixi
ng thip
gs.

That ¢
d, he found a motorbike in a barn and boygh
ought it fo

When he was twelve years ol
half a crown. (In today’s money, that’s about £9!)
;{l(sz:;]:Ic:i::oix:ec;ffger m'the afmg in the Second World War and
T inClu(;)rps in India and Burma. During the war, h served in
Once the war wc’xs over. I}I:S frln onkeys, snakes, and spidess ehe size : fe'saw i
; ew all the way home from India in aoshlsdhﬂnd!
underland

flying boat, via Bahrai
4 rain, Egypt and Ital

y before he landed i

mn POOIC H(lrb

our.

After the w
ar, Tom took -
B o Pal'ft in motorbike time trials and dro
. 4 L ne o ve
in Britain, soon after it :ihe very first Peop] e to deive iR ? three-wheeler
opened, in 1959 n the first my
P . otorway

— -
A b
s a boy, with his mother and sister
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Riding his motorbike
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Captain Sir Tom Moore walking for the NHS in 2020

1 1 on
During the coronavirus pandemic in 2020, .TOITI mst?xr;dist:i encm
by walking one hundred laps of his garder‘1 in time c;lr(1 e
hundredch birthday, raising nearly £40 m'ﬂhon fo:3 Ccognition o
Providing a voice of hope during ¢ dork time: B rmotiorl to colonel,
incredible work, he was awarded an honorary Pro

!
@ knighthood and a gold Blue Peter Badge:



